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Richard Alonso Holtorf never 

sought political office. It sought him.

The Akron-based representative 

for House District 64 was content to 

work on his Buffalo Springs ranch, 

until Rep. Kimmi Lewis, R-Kim, 

passed away in December 2019 from 

breast cancer.

Even though he had no elected 

experience and wasn’t particularly 

active in the Republican Party, sever-

al people sought him out to apply for 

the vacancy left by Lewis’ passing. He 

was one of five – and not even close 

to being the favorite for the seat.

But that election brought the 

rough-and-tumble and often con-

troversial lawmaker to the state 

Capitol, where he’s viewed by some 

in a league of his own. One person 

recently told Colorado Politics that 

there are the Democrats, Republi-

cans and Rep. Holtorf.

Colorado Politics: Why did you 

decide to run for House District 64?

Holtorf: I knew Kimmi Clark 

Lewis personally. Gerald Schreiber 

is a cattle rancher near Last Chance. 

He’s been a member of the Washing-

ton County Stockmen’s Association 

for decades. I’ve been a member of 

the Washington County Stockmen’s 

Association, including past presi-

dent. So, anytime that Kimmi would 

come to Washington County, Gar 

Schreiber was with her and I was 

always there to shake her hand. I 

respected her.

[When she died], it really struck 

me. I was very saddened, not only 

for the family, but for her. And I 

knew that we had a huge hole in 

representation for rural Colorado, 

and it is no secret that many of the 

urban legislators don’t even under-

stand what happens outside of the 

urban corridor and the concrete jun-

gles that are the Denver Metro area. 

I was approached by several friends 

who asked me to get more involved, 

both from southeast and northeast 

Colorado.

I was very reluctant to get in state 

politics. I wasn’t very involved in the 

state party. I had drifted away from 

activities in the county Republican 

party, which I had been involved in 

– in the 1990s and 2000s – but due 

to my military obligations, I just was 

unable to fulfill those obligations.

I had a discussion with Senator 

[Jerry] Sonnenberg about the idea, 

and he also encouraged me to get 

involved. He said, “We’re losing up 

there at the state Capitol. We need 

people that’ll fight for rural Colora-

do.” He knew I was a fighter and a 

scrapper.

What really made my decision is 

when I went to speak with my moth-

er at breakfast on our family ranch. 

I told her all these folks are calling 

me and asking me about this. I fully 

expecting my mother to say, “No, 

there’s no way you can take that 

call. There’s no way that you need to 

do that. Richard, we have a family 

ranch to run. We have a feedlot. We 

have a farm. You need to take care of 

what we do here at home.”

Instead, she said, “All those people 

are probably right. What’s going 

to happen to rural Colorado in five 

years or 10 years, if people don’t 

stand up for who we are, what we 

are and how we make our living?”

CP: How has Eastern Colorado 

changed during your lifetime?

Holtorf: Our part of the state has 

had population growth, as has the 

whole state. Second, more rules, 

regulations and controls, and things 

that control what we do and how we 

make a living.

It’s harder to make a living out 

there. The ag economy and the 

markets don’t support small pro-

ducers anymore. The little farmers, 

ranchers and dairymen have all 

dried up and blown away. There’s a 

big move to consolidate, to leverage 

economies of scale, to survive out 

there. Small, multi-generational 

farms and ranches are going away. 

That is a result of economic policy, 

rules and regulations coming out of 

Denver that doesn’t support micro 

economies or our small towns either. 

It’s not all about just giving grant 

money away, which is a big theme 

in this administration. We want vi-

brant, rural economies that support 

themselves where the money stays 

home. The farmers raise their crops 

and they bring their money to town 

and they buy their pickups and their 

parts and their fuel, and they gro-

cery-shop and they put that money 

back in their community.

CP: Tell me about Buffalo Springs

Holtorf: My granddaddy was out 

there, worked for the homesteader, 

AJ Funk. He took over the ranch af-

ter AJ passed and his widow moved 

to Sterling. My dad raised his family 

there and then I raised my family on 

the same ranch. We run commercial 

cattle, top shelf cattle, very high 

quality. We also have a small feedlot 

where we grow cattle from 500 

pounds to up to a thousand pounds.

CP: Tell me about the history of 

Buffalo Springs. I’ve heard you men-

tion it before.

Holtorf: the Buffalo Springs ranch 

was named because it was the last 

sighting of wild free roaming native 

buffalo in the state of Colorado. 

We have five springs on the ranch 

and buffalo would come from miles 

around to water at Buffalo Springs.

It’s very close to the Battle of 

Summit Springs (1869), which is the 

last major Indian battle [between 

the US Army] and the Cheyenne 

[Dog Soldiers] and their chief, Tall 

Bull, who would not follow the 

agreements made by the United 

States government in resettling 

the Cheyenne to the reservation. 

There was a skirmish called the 

Battle of Buffalo Springs against the 

Cheyenne. What people don’t want 

to admit to is the Cheyenne were 

ruthless. They were very ferocious 

and they would not cooperate with 

the rules that were promulgated 

by the United States government 

during the Indian war. They violated 

their treaties repeatedly in the Battle 

of the Buffalo Springs. There were 

cattle, horses and property taken 

from settlers by the Cheyenne. There 

were also slaves, white slaves, with 

the Cheyenne.

People don’t want to talk about 

that part of history.

CP: If there was one thing that 

you could do for Eastern Colorado, 

what would that be?

Holtorf: It would be to convince the 

governor and convince my very pro-

gressively liberal Democrat colleagues 

that they stop hurting the fabric of 

rural Colorado with very bad legisla-

tion. We try to be more empathetic, 

sympathetic and understanding of 

how important rural Colorado is.

CP: What’s one thing about you 

that most people don’t know.

Holtorf: I’m probably one of the 

most compassionate people you’ll 

ever meet. I care more about human-

ity than most people will ever know. 

Everything you do is done to serve 

humanity. Always put people over 

policy and people over politics and 

people over your ideology. I’ve said 

that before on the House floor that 

you can’t pose legislation that helps 

one group of people, but then hurts 

another group of people. We’re all 

members of the human race. There’s 

nothing worse than dividing, segre-

gating, classifying people and causing 

division. We’re all Americans first.

CP: Do you dance?

Holtorf: I got bucked off a horse 

in August and broke my pelvis. So, 

I guarantee you, I do not dance. I 

have a hard time walking stairs any-

more, as you know, from the little 

situation we had last month. (That’s 

a reference to Holtorf dropping a 

gun in the lobby of the House. One 

of his ranch hands now rides that 

horse and says, “What’s the problem, 

boss? I get along with him just fine.” 

Holtorf says he tells him, “I think 

that horse is a Democrat.”)

CP: How do you deal with the 

criticism?

Holtorf: Just like a duck deals 

with water. It rolls right off my back. 

I don’t think people understand how 

strong my character is. When you’ve 

been a combat veteran and you’ve 

been to a combat zone, if people 

aren’t shooting at me and if things 

aren’t blowing up around me, I’m 

not getting very worried.
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FAST FACTS
Born: Feb. 1, 1965 in Akron, Colorado; 

third generation rancher, operates the 
Buffalo Springs Ranch north of Akron; 
raises cattle, grows wheat and millet.

Education: Graduated from Akron 
High School; earned bachelor’s degree 
in mechanical engineering from 
Colorado State University; MBA from 
Boston University and a master’s in 
strategic studies from the U.S. Army 
War College.

Military experience: U.S. Army, five 
overseas tours, including two combat 
tours in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom; deployed with the 10th 
Mountain Division on his first combat 
deployment to Afghanistan; returned 
to Akron in 1994.

Family: Wife Mary – Holtorf notes 
on his website he’s still married to 
his “first wife”; five daughters, two 
grandchildren (so far); he hopes one 
of his single daughters marries a guy 
who will take an interest in ranching.

District: House District 64, by ge-
ography the largest in the state with 
nine counties – Baca, Bent, Crowley, 
Elbert, Kiowa, Las Animas, Lincoln, 
Prowers and Washington, which is the 
furthest north county in the district.

Nickname (sort of): Bard of Akron, 
a title originally developed by Colora-
do Politics’ Joey Bunch, but one that 
Holtorf says he can live with, since a 
bard is historically a poet, although he 
prefers “Cowboy” Bard of Akron.

COURTESY REP. RICHARD HOLTORF

Rep. Richard Holtorf, R-Akron, at 
the Colorado Capitol in Denver.


